
 

 
 

Presbytery Meeting 9 February 2021  

CELEBRATION 
Opening Devotions including the installation of the new Moderator 
Honouring our Own: Welcome, Anniversary 
Approval of Minutes 
Approve the Order of Business 
 

CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS – Order of the Day 7.30pm 
St Andrew’s Clermiston – Demission 
Greenbank - Translation 
Leave Taking Rev Alistair Keil and Rev Dr Martin Ritchie. 
 

BUSINESS MATTERS 
Business Committee 
Deployment of Resources Committee 
Property Committee 
Finance Committee 
Superintendence 
Nomination Committee 
Administrative items from the Clerk 

Adjournment to meet  

 for ordinary business until 27th April 2021 at 7pm on Zoom. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
Worship  

 

 

Leader: The earth is the Lord’s: 
All: And everything in it. 
 

Leader: Let all the people give God praise, 
All: And all creation bless God’s name. 
 

Leader: Let this wondrous creation, plundered by the forces of greed and brutality, open 
wide its arms to its returning saviour.  
 

All: Let all people, marked with the creator’s dignity, welcome him who comes to restore our 
lost innocence. 
 

Leader: Your word brings nourishment to our parched souls and the wind of your Spirit 
soothes our anxious hearts. As we draw near to you, give us tears to see the wonder of your 
presence;  
 

All: Give us tears to see the wasting of your people.  
 

Leader: Give us tears to see the wounding of your Son. 
 

All: We are the people that helped make the wood on which you were crucified, and still we 
misuse your creation. 
 

Leader: We are the race that helped make the nails that pierced your body.  
 

All: Yet still we exploit the weak in order to make profit for ourselves. 
 
Leader: Lord, have mercy 
All: Christ, have mercy 
Leader: Lord, have mercy 
All: Christ, have mercy  
 
Silence 
 
Prayer said by all: You are very welcome, O body of Christ. It was by your death on the cross, 
you who were born of the fair and gentle virgin, that the human race was redeemed, that evil 
was conquered. Do not hide your faithfulness from us in this time of great need and loss for 
humanity. Return and help us, Lord Jesus. Teach us to enter more deeply into the meaning of 
your message and the victory of your passion and be sharers in it. May our eyes be opened to 
see your hands stretched out in love and compassion and may our hands reach out to all with 
your love and forgiveness, through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
John 13: 1- 17 – Read by the Rev Alistair Keil 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, 
‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’  Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I 
said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things 
be?’  Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 
‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 
  
Reflection 
 
Hymn 540: I heard the voice of Jesus say 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Concluding responses 
 
L: All that we are Lord 

A: We place into your hands 
All that we do, Lord, 

We place into your hands 
Everything we decide this evening 
We place into your hands. 
Everything we hope for, 
We place into your hands. 
The troubles that weary us, 
We place into your hands 
Each temptation that assails us 
We place into your hands 
The thoughts that disturb us 
We place into your hands 



Each person that we care for, 
We place into your hands 
Each circumstance that weighs on our hearts, 
We place into your hands 
 
Installation of Moderator 
 
 

Let us pray: 
Living God, we acknowledge that your Son is the head of the Church and Lord over all. We 
praise you that by the gift of your Holy Spirit you equip your people for the building up of the 
body of Christ and the right ordering of his Church. 
 
Bless your servant Derek, whom we have elected to be our Moderator. Give him discernment, 
patience and firmness, that under his guidance we may encourage the things that prosper 
your kingdom and discourage the things that hinder it. 
 
Guide him when he carries out duties on our behalf; direct him when he exercises pastoral 
care among his colleagues; and support him at all times by the companionship of your 
presence. Grant that by our friendship we may lighten his task and cheer his way: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory for 
ever.                                     
 
 

Blessing 
 


