
 

Communities of Murrayfield & Kwamebikrom   
 

A Centenary Project - the start of a 24-year-old partnership and what it has meant to 

both communities based on Missional Faith driven principles. 
 
The origins of the link between Murrayfield Parish Church and the Presbyterian church of Ghana date back to 1996. 
At that time Murrayfield Parish Church was planning a celebration to mark the centenary of the laying of its first 
building stone. The Kirk session supported by the congregation decided to commemorate the Mission of the Church 
by generating a £100k Centenary fund, (£1,000 for each year of the Church's existence) to support projects in 
Scotland and overseas. As a result of personal donations, gift aid, coffee mornings and other fund-raising events the 
final figure generated over the next few years far exceeded the original target. 
The Board of World Mission of the Church of Scotland was invited to suggest a suitable overseas partner. This 
request coincided with a submission from the Presbyterian Church of Ghana regarding the establishment of a health 
clinic in a remote village called Kwamebikrom in the Western Region, where interestingly the predominant religion 
was Catholicism as a result of the first missionaries to the area being Spanish. Only 3 % of the Kwamebikrom 
population were practising Protestants at that time.  
 An initial visit by the Minister and two elders took place to establish the nature and viability of the project. 
Agreement was reached that Murrayfield would fund the materials of the clinic while the building work would be 
carried out by the villagers themselves. The partner concept had already been developed through the Chief of 
Kwamebikrom donating 15 hectares of land to the Presbyterian Church of Ghana which would allow not just sites for 
the buildings but also provide space for an agricultural form of income generation. Accountability in Ghana would be 
provided by the Officers of the local Presbyteries of the National Church. 
 
The Health Clinic was opened in October 1999 to a huge fanfare of trumpets and ceremony. Many local dignitaries, 
including the Area Paramount Chief, governmental officials and local members of parliament were present as well as 
a large party from Murrayfield Parish Church. The cutting of the ribbon was carried out by the Queen Mother of 
Kwamebikrom, an aunt of the chief, Kwamebi 111. Since that time the clinic has become self sufficient providing 
health care not only for the 3,000 people in the village but also for a catchment area of up to 10,000. Nursing input 
and pharmacy has been funded through central government and, following official designation as a clinic, the 
Presbyterian Church has been able to claim re-imbursement for a series of health care services such as general 
health and emergency care, child immunisation programmes, maternity care and family planning. Comfortable staff 
quarters were a priority to ensure the nurses were committed to and happy in their work.  
 
The early aims of the project were soon achieved aided by the provision of a borehole which continues to provide 
copious amounts of clean water. The borehole was situated about 300 yards from the clinic building and it initially 
took 100 children four hours, carrying the water in basins on their heads, to fill the 30,000-gallon storage tanks - 
hurrah for the electric pump, and the erection of standpipes in 2013.  What an achievement, through the provision 
by the partnership of more than 400 teak poles to spread the electricity cables throughout the village with the high-
tension wires and poles from the national grid, eight kilometres away, being supplied by the government.  It had 
taken 13 years from the time of our first visit in 1997 for the promised electricity to reach the town. As an interim 
solution in 2006 the partnership, on one of its many visits, took with them, on a standard KLM, enough solar panels 
and supporting equipment to provide light in the maternity block and the library as an interim measure. It has to be 
remembered there are 12 hours of darkness every day so great was the excitement in February 2006 when the lights 
were switched on allowing much safer maternity care throughout the 24-hour period.  
 
In 2003 a teacher from Roseburn Primary School joined the regular two-yearly visits to Kwamebikrom by members of 
Murrayfield Church and there has been since then regular professional educational input to the partnership 
agreements. The reciprocity achieved through these visits by members of the partnerships has cemented that feeling 
of a one world enterprise across 3,400 miles, exemplified in November 2006 by a World Without Walls link of Church 
services between Murrayfield and Kwamebikrom on video and audio. 
 
The partnership has over the years enabled diverse forms of income generation to develop with varying degrees of 
success. These included palm oil production, cattle rearing, a piggery and eventually a guest house. The educational 



aspirations of not just the children but also the adults of all ages were enhanced by the provision of a well stocked 
library early in the project. 
 
Our twinning link with Kwamebikrom was born out of a project that started 24 years ago with a primary aim of 
building a health clinic. Communication was initially dependant on the local Presbytery, usually the Presbytery Clerk, 
as there was no regular direct link with individuals in the village, the postal service being so unreliable. It was exciting 
to explore the possibility of email communication in 2005/06 with direct satellite message transfer but this was soon 
taken over by the advent of mobile phone coverage which allowed us to speak directly to friends in Kwamebikrom, 
and the various responsible Presbytery Clerks during their four years in office. The Ashanti Presbytery, located in 
Kumasi a couple of hundred kilometres from Kwamebikrom, was initially in administrative charge but transfer was 
made in 2013 to the   Sefwi-Wiaso Presbytery, a new Presbytery in the Western Region.  The regular email 
communication which had been initiated some years previously could then be continued.  It was the Asanti 
Presbytery who had first appointed a local Minister to be based in Kwamebikrom with a particular responsibility for 
driving the project forward facilitated by an annual grant from Murrayfield. Communication is so important in 
partnership of this nature. 
 
Representatives of Murrayfield Parish Church have over the years negotiated three signed Partnership agreements 
covering health and educational issues with two different Presbyteries in Ghana, each one being on behalf of the 
Community of Kwamebikrom with Ghana accountability being at a Presbytery level.  Five years ago following the last 
visit to the area Murrayfield Kirk session decided that it was opportune to wind down their involvement as 
Kwamebikrom had demonstrated its ability to work towards self sufficiency and Murrayfield Parish Church,  through 
its local  Ecumenical partnership in Edinburgh, had already developed some years previously a second mission 
partnership, this time with  a group of women and children living with HIV in Kenya. Accordingly, it was agreed that 
the Murrayfield Ghana partnership agreement finishing in July 2021 would be the last active working relationship 
between the two communities while hoping that the Community in Kwamebikrom would continue to evolve.  At the 
moment the emphasis is on the building of a Kindergarten with foundations nearing completion while in the future 
there will always be the need for back up water provision. 
 
We have often been asked how has the Congregation of Murrayfield benefitted from these partnerships? There is no 
doubt that the regular visits by members of the congregation showed the community in Ghana that the partnership 
was not just based on monetary giving. The interest that was shown in those visits by the people of Kwamebikrom 
continued over the years leading to the establishment of many long-standing friendships and a sharing of a 
community spirit that was to the benefit of everybody. The visiting congregational members of Murrayfield learnt so 
much about life in a country vastly different from their own in terms of their customs, health, travel and work 
priorities and yet also appreciated the many similarities that were present at an everyday level. The regular visits to 
Edinburgh by not just Ministers from the Presbyterian Church in Ghana but also the Kwamebikrom community, 
which included health care workers and educational professionals, allowed other members of the Murrayfield 
congregation to entertain the visitors in their own homes, learning about and sharing many aspects of their lives.  
 
We would like to suggest to Presbytery based on our experience over 24 years that the Partnerships have been of 
major benefit to both communities and would applaud this concept of community twinnings.   
 


