
 
 

Presbytery Meeting 1 December 2020 

CELEBRATION 
Celebration of Holy Communion Including Opening Devotions 
Reception of Candidates 
Honouring our Own: Admission to Membership, Congratulations 
Reception of Readers 
Approval of Minute 
Approve the Order of Business 
 

CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS – ORDER OF THE DAY 8.15PM 
Kirkliston – Call to Rev George Fredrick du Toit 
Bristo Memorial Craigmillar  
Broughton St Mary’s- Permission to Call 
 
 

LOCAL MISSION IN CONTEXT 
Resourcing Mission Committee 
Ministries Committee  
 

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE CITY AND WIDER WORLD 
Social and Community Interests 
 

BUSINESS MATTERS 
Business Committee 
Deployment of Resources Committee 
Strategy Team 
Finance Committee 
Property Committee 
Bursaries 
Administrative items from the Clerk 

Adjournment to meet  

 for ordinary business until 9 February 2021 at 7pm on Zoom. 

 

 
 



Presbytery of Edinburgh – Worship 
1 December 2020 

 
 
 
Introduction and Welcome 
 

Prayer  

Leader: Lord Christ, at a moment in time, you come to earth and the veil of separation is rent. You come to us 
in terms so clearly understood, not in some triumphant, awesome drama, not in a battle engaged with 
principalities and powers; but in the everyday circumstance of a helpless child, born to a single mum, born a 
refugee in a troubled and angry world.  
 
All: Bind us now to your love for all made plain in this endlessly rich story. Help us to trust that, in all our 
exploring, we are ultimately found. And that you wish to gather us in the warmth of your everlasting arms. 
Amen.     
 
 
 
Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5: 1 – 11 

Introduction: St Paul writes to the Thessalonian Church urging them to become active citizens and not to wait 
passively for “The Day of the Lord”. Positive engagement with the life of the city, shedding light in dark corners 
is what Paul urges from his hearers. Let’s listen to his words: 

 1 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  

 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all 
children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us 
not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and 
love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to 
receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are 
doing. 

 
Reflection 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
Leader:   God of vibrant life, 

of rich soil and roaring sea,  
of fruit and flower, of seed and crop, 
of starry sky beyond our knowing. 
God of the city, with its bustling ferment of life, 
of its culture and energy,    
every good thing comes from you and will find its home in you. 
 

All:  We offer ourselves to you and ask you to use us in the world to bring    
  healing and hope, peace and goodwill to our city. 
 
 



Leader:  God of all goodness and light, 
for sharp wind in the winter cold, 
that has the smell of summer in it; 
for gentle beauty in the pastel sunrise, 
bringing us the new day; 
for love shared, for friend and stranger, 
filling us with hope and joy. 

 
All:  For these and all your blessings, 
  we give you thanks and praise 
 
Leader:  Lord of the city and of all nations and peoples, 

we pray for those who long for a home of safety, justice, love and freedom; 
for the dispossessed and the lonely; 
the political prisoner and the refugee, for those who live in fear 
and those who work to keep our streets safe. 

 
All:  Let us climb up on to the mountain of the Lord, 

Teach us to walk in your paths, 
to live with compassion and love.  

 
Leader:  Lord of the children of light, 

We pray for young people  
denied childhood by forced labour, abuse, neglect, pandemic or war; 

  for the enslaved and the oppressed, 
  the lost and the forgotten. 
 
All:  Let us climb up on to the mountain of the Lord, 

Teach us to walk in your paths, 
to live with compassion and love.  

 
Leader:  Lord of the promise of salvation, 

We pray for those rejected because of beliefs, gender, race or sexuality, 
for the labelled and the branded, 
the victimised and the excluded. 
We stand in the light of your grace and mercy, 
mindful of our common humanity with all others, 
our relationship with all creation, 
and hopeful of a future shaped by justice and peace. 

 
All:  We remember those who have gone before us, 

your faithful servants throughout the years. 
Help us also to live as you would have us: 

  to do justice 
  to love kindness 

and to walk humbly with our God. 
 
 
 
 
Celebration of Holy Communion  
 
 
 
 
 
 



All:  The Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father in heaven 

Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial  
And deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever. 

   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Blessing:   Put off the works of darkness, put on the armour of light. 
      Know that God comes to you in power and in peace. 
                   Be steadfast in your hope  
                   that the Lord may find you ready at his coming. 
       And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
       Be with you, this Advent-tide and for ever more. Amen. 
 

 


